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of God," the copula was no more meant to express
logical identity than in the familiar formula of
the Lord's Supper, " This is My body.35 When,
with our hand on the Bible, we declare, " This is
God's Word, for in it God speaks, and speaks to
me," all the Reformers are with us ; but when we
go on to claim a divine authority for all that the
Bible contains we are disowned alike by the facts
and by them. Similarly, the infallibility which
they predicated of the Bible was not an infallibility
of the letter of Scripture, but rather, as the West-
minster Confession puts it, of " the Holy Spirit
speaking in the Scripture." In other words, the
authority of the Bible is the authority of the divine
truth which it contains and conveys.

And if any one had said to Luther, " But how
do you know that this truth of which you speak
is divine and therefore authoritative ? " he and
his fellow Reformers would have had their answer
ready at once. They would have said, " We know
by the witness of His Spirit in our hearts, whereby
we are assured that none other than God Himself
is able to speak such words to our souls."

Whoso hath felt the Spirit of the Highest
Cannot confound nor doubt Him nor deny.

On no point do the Reformers speak with greater
unanimity and emphasis than on this, and it will